
Ballistol:  
Should you use this for your firearms? 

 

The invention of Ballistol 

In 1874, in Cologne, Friedrich Wilhelm Klever, a lawyer with entrepreneurial 
talents, founded Chemische Fabrik F.W. Klever. He started with the production 
of coal-based oils and fats, and soon acquired a mine in order to be 
independent from raw-material suppliers. 

The company made a breakthrough at the turn of the century, when the 
German Imperial Army needed an all-round oil with very special properties: a 
multi-purpose oil that would be suitable for all the materials of a weapon – for 
cleaning, care, and conservation of the metal parts, wooden stocks, and 
leather straps. At the same time, it was to be used by soldiers as a wound oil 
for smaller injuries, chaps, and abrasions.  

          

 

Ballistol is an excellent smokeless powder cleaning solvent. It will “melt” 
carbon deposits in the barrel and chamber. Most corrosion inhibiting 
lubricants can only protect against normal oxidation. They do so by covering 
up the surface, which they are supposed to protect, and prevent contact with 
water and air. 

 

What is the main ingredient in Ballistol? 

https://www.ballistol-shop.de/History-of-Ballistol:_:86.html


 

Mineral oil 

Mineral oil (liquid paraffin) Potassium oleate (salt of oleic acid) Ammonium 
oleate. Benzyl alcohol. 

        

 

 


